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UIMITED  STATES  DSPARTJ.^MT  OF  AGRICULTITi?E 
BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  SCOTJOI/ICS 
Division  of  Land  Econoinics 


BULLETIN  OY  FEDERAL  AND  STATE  LEGISIATION  AFFECTING  LAND  USE 

Biilletin  33 

January  28,   1938,  to  February  18,  1938 

(primarily  for  the  use  of  the  Land  Use  Planning  Personnel  of 
the  Bureau  of  A;?:ri cultural  Econopics  and  collaborating  offices 
and  agencies.) 

FEDER.VL  LEGISLATION 

EMERGENCY  CONSERVATION 

H.R.  9094,    Mr.  Dunn.     To  '^ays  and  Feans  CoiTUp.ittee,  January 
21. 

To  authorize  the  expendi.ture  of  f'65,000,000,000  within 
the  next  ten  years  for  public  works  for  flood ' prevention, 
forest  conservation,   soil  conservation,  '  strsair  purification, 
housing,  schools,  rural  electrification,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  natural  resources,     ^uch  public  works  are  to  be 
designed  to  relieve  unemplojnnent .    A  coiranittee  of  at  least 
five  is  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  devise  means  to 
secure  the  money  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

FLOOD  CONTROL 

S.  3267,    Vr,  Brown  (New  Hampshire),     To  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, January  17. 

N.R.  8997.     p.-r.  McConnack.     To  Committee  on  Flood  Control, 
January  17, 

To  amend' the  Flood  Control  Act  of  1936  (Public  738- 
74th  Congress,  U.'^.C.  Supp.  Ill  33:701c)  to  ex-cept  dam  and 
reservoir  projects  from  present  requirements  applicable  to 
flood-control  projects  that  states  must  agree  in  advance 
to  furnish  lands  and  rights-of -my ,  protect  the  United 
States -from  liability  for  damages,  and  m.aintain  and  operate 
the  works.     Federal  funds  are  authorized  to  be  expended 
for  these  purposes.     The  special  provisions  applicable  to 
pro.iects  benefiting  lands  in  other  states  is  omitted. 

■':.R.  8994.     I'r,  Fitchcn.     To  Flood  Control  Committee, 
January  1'^. 

To  authorize  a  preliminary  survey  and  examination  of 
Smackover  Creek  with  a  view  tomird  flood  control,  and  water, 
midlife,  and  soil  conservation,  in  accordance  with  the 
Mississippi  Flood  Control  Act  (approved  i'arch  1,  1917), 
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H.R.  8995.     Mr.  Kitohon.     To  Flood  Control  Conmittce, 
January  17, 

To  authorize  a  proliminary  survev  and  examination 
of  Bartholomew  Bayou  of  Ashley  and  otlier  counties  in' 
Arkansas  with  a  TieT.-  toward  flood  control,  and  water, 
wildlife  and  soil  conservation,  in  accordance  vdth  the 
Mississippi  Flood  '-Control  Act  (approved  I'larch  1,  1917), 

H.R,  9064,  Mr,  Harrington,  To  Committee  on  Flood  Control, 
January  20, 

To  authorize  a  prclininary  examination  and  survey  of 
the  Soldier  River  (loiAra)  vath  a  view  tomrd  flood  control, 
water-flow  retardation  and  soil  erosion  prevention.  Such 
survey  is  to  be  made  by  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Agri- 
culture in  accordance  m th  the  Flood  Control  Act  of  1936 
(Public  Law-  738-74th  Congress). 


^ ^ •     STATE  LEGISLATION 
AGRICULTURE 

Mississippi.     H.3,  82,    Mr,  Ford  and  Mr.  Greenaugh.  To 
Local  and  Private  Committee,  January  11. 

To  authorize  Jackson  County  to  purcliase  frc^m  the  State, 
by  payment  of  the  a.ccrued  taxes,  certain  lo.nds  forfeited  to 
the  State  for  nonpayment  of  taxes  :     such  lands  to  >'e  used 
for  agricultural  exporimental  pu.rposeK,  and  remain  subject 
to  real  propjrty  taxation. 

South  Carolina.     F.B.  1477,     J'^r,  Bailev,     To  Comma ttee  on 
■'Tays  and  Means,  January  25, 

To  avithorize  the  State  'Warehouse  ConTrassioner  to  sell 
to  farraers  cotton  seed  fcr  planting  purposes, 

LANP  USE 

Kcntuck^y,     H,I',  161,     I'r.  Ranson,     To  Committee  on  Agri- 
■^ulturo,  January  20, 

To  authorize  the  formation  of  Soil  Conservation  districts 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  conserving  soil  resources  and 
preventing  and  controlling  snil  erosi'^n.     This  bill  is  sirdlar 
to  the  Standard  State  Soil  Conservation  Act  of  the  Department 
of  ii-griculturo , 

Virginia,     S,B,  38.     Messers,  Moses,  Parker  and  -*alter.  To 

-Oorr/dttec  on  Agriculture,  January  17. 

To  authorize  the  fomation  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  conserving  soil  resources  and 
nrovcnting  and  controlling  soj.l  erosion.     This  bill  is  similar 
to  the  St.andard  State  Soil  Conservation  Act  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture, 
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Vir  cr  ill  i  a .     TT ,  B ,  83. 

To  ref'ulatc  outdoor  advertising  outside  the  limits  of 
cities  and  toi-^n-S .    The  H-j  ghr^y  Comriissionor  shall  admin- 
ister the  .act  and  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations. 
The  Ceinmissioner  shall  upon  payment  of  annual  fees  grant 
licenses  to  qualified  applicants  for  advertising  signs. 

PLANNING 

Kentucky,     H.B,  66  and  H.B,  63.     Mr.  I'-oebus.  Introduced 
'^anu.ary  11, 

To  enable  cities  of  the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth 
classes  to  ci^eatc  planning  coiiii'ni ssions  empoivored  to  plan  for 
municipal  development,  including  a,reas  outside  their  boundaries 
which  bear  relation  to  municipal  planning.     These  Commissions 
shall  also  act  as       zoning  commissions  ( sec ,  11).     Thejr  shall 
have  jurisdiction  of  and  apnrove  all  subdivision  plats  on  all 
lands  Tri.thin  five  m,iles  of  the  m.unicipal  boundary  lines.  Region- 
al Planning  Coimrdssions  may  be  formed  upon  petition  to  the  'Gov- 
ernor and  after  hearings  thereon. 

Mississippi.     ".B,  30,     ;,ir.  Ford.     To  Iv;-Linic ipalities  nomm.ittee, 
Jon.ua.ry  10. 

To  empo^'er  municipalities  having  a  population  of  OA^er 
1500  to  enact  and  erforcc  zoning  ordinances, 

Virginia,     H.B,  110,     In,  Moore.     To  Conii-iittee  on  General 
Laws,  January  24, 

To  create  a  State  -'Planning  Board  of  twelve  members 
appointed  by  the  Governor,     The  Board  shall  collect  and 
correlate  information  relating  to  the  development  of  the 
state,  and.  the  conservation  of  its  human  and  other  natural 
resources.     The  Board  shall  also  prepare  a  synopsis  of  the 
planning  work  already  accomplished  in  the  state  including 
reports  and  plans  of  federal,   state  and  local  o.gencies.  It 
shall  advj.se  mth  State  departments  to  coordinate  all  develop- 
m^ent  plans,  make  plans  for  a  State  land  utilization  program, 
encourage  and  aid  in  organizing  local  and  regional  planning 
boards,  and  cooperate  -"dth  local,  federal  and  other  state 
planning  a gene i  es  . 

PUBLIC  LANDS  AND  FORESTS 

I'lassachusetts ,     ^.B.  237.     (initiative)     To  Cons erAration 
ComjTiittee,   -January  7. 

To  create  a  commission  to  make  studies  relative  to  the 
developm.ent  of  parks,  beaches,   state  forests,  valdlife  con- 
servation and  stroo.m  purification.     The  commission  shall 
study  the  organization  and  functioning  of  the  Ste.te  Departm.ent 
cf  Conservation  and  the  laws  under  vj-hich  it  operates.    A  report 
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mth  recoiiiraoiidAtions  is  to  bo  submitted  to  the  legislature 
by  -^eceKber  51,  1938, 

Mississippi.     .-f.B,  273,     I^.ir,  Fox.     -'■o  Ccns er-vati on  '-'ornitteo, 
January  21.     S.B.  130.    Kr.  i^aribright,     '-^o  Conservation  of 
National  Resources  *^oiTinitteo,  Janu<ary  13. 

To  authorize  the  State  Forestry  "^oiTSTds sion  to  a.cquire, 
lease  and  dispose  of  land. 

Nov/  Jersey.     S,B,  5;^,  Foran.     To  Appropriations  Coimrlttee, 

January  24. 

To  appropriate  sp50,000  for  the  use  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
servation and  Development  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands 
(Funtordon  County)  oontisuous  to  Voorhies  State  Park  for 
forestry  purposes. 

REAL  PROPERS 

Mississippi.     H.B,  152.    Messers.  Legigett  and  BroTm,  To 

Judiciary  Coiiardttee,   January  13. 

To  g^^^-i'*-''-"  relief  fron  inequitable  foreclosu.re  of  mortgapes, 
Establishes  a  procedure  in  lieu  of  foreclosure  rrhereby,  for  a 
period  of  two  years,  0.II  or  a  roa.s>.'nanle  part  of  the  income  or 
rental '  value ,  ■  dcterirjlne d  by  the  court,  sho-11  be  paid  toward 
upkeep,  taxes,  insurance,  and  interest  on  the  mortgage,  at 
times  tmd  in  p.  manner  fixed  by  the  court,    -'^fter  the  expiration 
of  tvro  years,  if  the  principo.l  and  any  past  due  interest, 
taxes,  etc.,  have  not  been  paid,   a  final  order  of  sale  m.ay  be 
made . 

New  York.     H.B.  237,    Kr.  Schv;artz.     '-^o  Judiciary  Committee, 
<J  anua  ry  11, 

To  limit  the  rate  of  interest  to  4-|-'3  upon  the  loan  of 
m.oney  secured  by  m.ortgages  on  real  property. 

Pouth  Carolina,  H.B.  1449.  Mr.  Odu?n.  To  Judiciary  Commdttec, 
January  20, 

"Contracts  for  t]ie  occupancy  of  promises  and  leases  of 
land  for  agricultiiral  purposes  in  this  state  end  ordinarily 
terminating  on  December  21.,.. shall  be  cons:idered  as  term.inated 
on  the  15th  day  of  said  montxi. ,,  .unless  otherwise  specifically 
expressed  in  writing.,.,;  provided,   that  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  apply  only  to  such  contracts  as  are  to  be  per- 
formed in  v.-holo,  or  in  part,   in  the  counties  of  Darlington  and 
I'lorence  . 

TAXES 

Kentuclgy.     ^^.B.  204,     Mr,  "'''ells.     Introduced  January  25, 

To  levy  an  adalltional  school  tax  of  30^  on  each  s^lOO 
assessed  valuation  on  personal  and  real  property,  and  40^ 
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on  all  bank  shares.     The  revenues  frcn  such  taxes  shall  be 
pror-ated  by  the  State  Board  cf  Education  ain^^nr:,  the  boards 
of  education  in  the  state, 

Massachusetts,     li.S.  109.?,     ?'r.  Tcbin.     To  Taxation  Ccrnjiittoe, 
January  19, 

To  authvjrize  cities  and  towns  to  permit  the  paynent  of 
current  taxes  in  quarterly  or  monthly  instal  Im.onts,  provided, 
that  interest  shall  be  paid  on  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after 
November  1  according  tc  existing  lim  (C-en,  Laws  ch.  56,  sec,  59) 

I-lassachusotts ,     H.B,  1095,     T/r.  York,     -'-o  Taxation  Corumittee, 
^^anuary  19, 

To  prohibit  tlie  sale  of  land  for  taxes  until  the  amount 
of  the  taxes,   interest  and  intorveninc;  charges  is  equal  to 
more  than  50%  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  such  land, 

Massachusetts.     H.-'^  1424.     (Initiative)     Tri  Corm.ittee  on 
Taxation,   January?'  24. 

To  amende  the  tax  law  ( ch .  59,   sec,  23,   Genero.l  Laws) 
to  limdt  the  taxes  which  m.ay  be  levied  by  any  city  or  tovm 
to  |32,00  per  thousand, 

I%SEachusetts .     H.B,  155S,     Mr,   '^[onzler.     To  Committee  on 
Taxation,   January  24. 

No  municipality  or  taxlrg  authority  shall,  during  the 
tViTO  succeeding  ye.ars  levy  or  assess  ary  additional  taxes 
based  upon  im.provem.ents ,  repairs,  or  additions  to  existing 
privately  o-vraed  dwelling  property.     The  C'^^st  of  such  exempted 
imjprovem.ents,   repairs,   or  additions  may  not  exceed  ■'!l52,000, 
unless  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  dwelling  exceeds  •''■3,000. 

Mississippi.     H.E,  324,     Mr.  ^ittle.     To  ''"'ays  and  Means 
C  omi"ii  1 1 00,   J  a  nua  r  y  26. 

The  homestead  of  every  resident  head  of  a  fairily  shall 
be  exempto  ',   to  the  extent  of  $1500  o.f  assessed  valuation, 
from,  ^tate  ad.  vo.loremi,  county,  district,  and  municipal  taxes. 

Mississippi,     Ii,C.Res.  9,     Messers.  Divens  and  McCoy,  To 

Rules  Coiimuttce,   January  12, 

To  create  a  joint  legislative  committee  to  study  and 
report  to  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  as  to  the 
advisability  of  a  homiCstcad  exemption  law, 

Mississippi,"    H.C.Res.   17,     f'r.   Tyrone,     To  CoLimittee  on 

Constitution,  January  20. 

To  fAmend  the  constitution  (Sec.  112)  to  rsxemipt  from 
ta.x?.tion  "homesteads  of  .'^:2500  or  less". 
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Mississippi,'    S.C.R,  2.'  Mr,  Harper,     To  CoFinittee  on 
Cons titution,  January  6, 

To  ajnond  the  constitution  to  provide  "that  the  homestead 
of  any  resident  of  this  state  shall  be  axenpt  from  ad  valorem 
taxes;  except  for  bonds  and  interest  thereon  on  debts  already 
incurred,  or  on  refunded  bonds  and  interest  in  lieu  of  bonds, 
and  interest  already  incurred  against  said  homestead  , 

Mississippi,     S,*^.  137,    Fr,  Burns,     To  Finance  Comriittee, 
January  4, 

To  amend  the  *^eneral  Laws  (ch.  104,  sec.  4,  Laws  of  1932) 
to  reduce,  from  7  to  5  mills,  the  maximum  lc\^  that  may  be 
imposed  by  the  county  for  road  and  bridge  purposes. 

New  Jersey,     S.J,^^,  1,    Mr,  -Hendrickson,     To  Gonriittee  on 
T  ax  a.  t  ion,   January  11, 

To  create  a  commission  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the 
problem.'  of  property  tax  delinquency  and  the  laws  relating 
thereto,  and  of  formulating  a  comprehensive  plan  for  the 
reidsion  of  the  ey^isting  property/  tax  lav/s, 

New  York.     B,3.  G17-602,     lir.  Petersen,     '^o  Committee  on  Tax- 
ation,   January  24, 

To  amend  the  tax  law  (Laws  1909,  ch,  62,   sec,  4, 'subdivi- 
sion 5a)  to  exemrpt  from  taxation,  to  the  oxtcnt  of  $5,000 
assessed  valuation,  homos  of  persons  65  years  of  ago  or  over 
having  CTmed  and  used  the  property  as  a  hom.e  for  10  years. 

South  Carolina,     H,3.  1458.     i-r,  G-^-Qor,     Tq  -Tays  and  Means 
Comm.ittee,  January'-  21, 

To  cjTiend  the '  cons  titut  ion  (art,  3,  sec,  28)  tn  increase, 
from  ■;:1,000  to  s'!i2,000,  the  tax  exem.ption  on  hom.estead  lan^-S, 

South  Carolina.     K,-8,  1500,     i-'r,   Crraham.,     To  ''Tavs  and  ^-eans 
Commiittee,  January  26, 

To  amend  the  constitution  (art,  X,   sec.  4)  to  exempt 
from,  taxation  property  (real  property  up  to  an  assessed  vo.lu- 
ation  of  |l,000,  and  personal'  property  up  to  an  assessed  valu- 
ation of  ^>500)  OTnied  by  persons  of  the  ago  of  50  years  or  over. 

South  Carolina,     S,3,  1058,     Fr.  7fard.     To  Finance  Comjiittee, 
January  20, 

To  rjnend  the  constitution  (art.  11,  sec.  6)  to  clirdnate 
the  "Three  mill  constitutional  levy  for  schools". 


H.  A.  HOCKLEY 
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